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FORWARD
WILLIAM SHEN
Principal

I am extremely happy to have the opportunity to say a few words in this double
celebration —
The School's 65th Anniversary and
The Official Opening of the School Hall.
Since Kong Yiong High School was founded in 1918, it has grown from strength
to strength, and therefore, special tributes should be paid to our prioneers for their
untiring efforts, inspirations and guiding force in improving our school, as we can bear
witness today. I am very grateful to our Government, public well-wishers and our School
Management Committee Members for their ceaseless support and assistance in one way or
another, for without their co-operation and generosity, our several developments in the
past 18 years would not have been possible. It is gratifying to know that our teachers are
conscientious, dedicated and hard-working and I am sure they will spare no efforts in
inculcating and educating our youngsters to be useful and loyal citizens.
In celebrating this memorable occasion, I wish to thank Dr. Tay Eng Soon, Minister
of State for Education, for coming to officiate this auspicious function.
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MESSAGE
DR TAY ENG SOON
Minister of State for Education

Long before many of our schools were started, Kong Yiong School
was founded in 1918 by a group of public-spirited citizens.
The School has since steadily progressed to its present size with an
enrolment of 1200. With generous support from the public and well wishers,
the School has added significantly to its buildings and facilities.
The students and teachers of the School must take full advantage of
their improved facilities to improve the tone and performance of the School.
In that way, they would be upholding the trust placed upon them by those
who have donated generously to the new facilities.
I wish the School success in all its endeavours.
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MESSAGE
HO KAH LEONG
Parliamentary Secretary
Ministry O f Education

Kong Yiong High School is one of the oldest secondary schools in Singapore. A b o u t
sixty five years ago, that was in 1918, a group of enthusiastic residents decided t o pool
together their efforts in order to put up a school in a shabby shop house. This was how
Kong Yiong School came into existence.
The enrolment has increased year by year since the inauguration of the school. In
1930, the school managed to purchase a piece of land at Y i o Chu Kang Road to be the
permanent school site. Kong Yiong School was then able t o have a f i r m foundation t o
shoulder the heavy responsibilities of educating the young children in its vicinity. In
1959, the school became a full school taking in boys and girls into the secondary classes.
In 1978, the school started classes to cater for the English stream pupils so that the
school premises and facilities could be put t o optimal use. This was by all means a wise
move.
Since its inauguration, Kong Yiong School has been expanding, especially in the last
fifteen years or so. In 1968, a three-storey Science block was built. In 1975, a four-storey
Administration block was completed. Another new four-storey buiding will be declared
open in March this year. This building consists of a school hall, a canteen, classrooms and
special rooms.
The Management Committee of Kong Yiong School have made every effort t o
expand the school and improve its facilities. They have made monetary and other
contributions to accomplish all the extension projects of the school. Their public spiritedness and enthusiasm are good examples for others to emulate.
I sincerely wish Kong Yiong High School a prosperous future.
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MESSAGE
DR. L A U T E I K S O O N
Member of Parliament of Serangoon Gardens

Singapore is a dynamic and pragmatic society. Social, economic and
political changes are occurring all around us. Government plans are affected
by these changes and new policies have to be formulated. Singaporeans
adjust to changes and new policies. The result is a continuous improvement in
the social, economic and political life of the nation.
Kong Yiong High School was founded in 1918. Its existence for 65
years reflects some of these changes and adjustments. The school had a
temporary home in a shop-house in 1918, later in an attap hut in 1920
and a permanent concrete building in 1930. Today, it has the most modern
educational facilities including a Language Laboratory, Computer Room,
Maths and Science Room and a School Hall. It has transformed itself from
a traditional Chinese medium primary school to a bilingual secondary school
teaching both Arts and Science subjects. Hence, this school has come a long
way and it takes it place as an educational institution integrating into the
national educational system.
Much of the credit must go to the pioneers of Kong Yiong High School
— the shopkeepers, businessmen, professionals, educationists and others who
have served in the Management Committee of the school over the years.
Last, but not least, the role of the principal, teachers and students has been
crucial in maintaining the high standard of the school and enhancing its
reputation.
I like to think that it is the spirit of commitment and cooperation
towards the betterment of the education of our children which motivates
all those who have a hand in the development of Kong Yiong High School.
I know that the school is an example which others interested in education
will do well to emulate.
With best wishes.
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MESSAGE
GOH KIM LEONG
Permanent Secretary & Director of Education

This year Kong Yiong High School is celebrating its sixty-fifth
anniversary. A group of shopkeepers in the Upper Serangoon/Paya Lebar
area started the school in 1918. This is an example of the initiative and
public-spiritedness of our elders.
Kong Yiong High School is also a good example of a school meeting the
changing needs of the environment. It began as a Chinese stream primary
school but in 1959, to cater for the needs of its pupils, it became a full
school. Later, to meet a growing demand for English stream classes, it
introduced such classes in the primary section in 1978 and in the secondary
section in 1980.
Physical facilities have been improved. These included a new fourstorey building housing additional classrooms, an improved canteen, a minilanguage laboratory, a computer room, a special room for mathematics and
science and a new school hall. However, although physical facilities are
important, more important are the principal and teachers and their
dedication and commitment. It is through their efforts that Kong Yiong
High School is what it is today.
I wish Kong Yiong High School success in the years ahead. In the further
development and progress of the school, the support of parents would
continue to be a valuable contribution. Interaction between parents and
teachers would enable the school programme and home support to
complement each other in the development of the pupils. Lessons (be they
academic lessons, moral education, physical activities or the appreciation of
the aesthetics), learnt in school would be reinforced at home and vice versa.
Parents' participation in school life could enrich the activities in the school.
For example, a former leader in one of the school's uniformed groups, now
a parent, could return to assist during some weekends in the activities of the
uniformed group.
With the initiative, dedication, enthusiasm and pragmatism which
served the school so well in the past, Kong Yiong High School can look
forward to a bright future.
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MESSAGE
JOHN YIP
Director o f Schools

Kong Yiong High School has a long history spanning more than 60
years. Several significant developments necessitated by changing needs and
new challenges, have taken place over these years.
From its humble beginnings as a primary school in 1918 in a shophouse, Kong Yiong gradually developed and expanded into a full school
with 24 classes per session in 1959. About a decade later, at a time when a
high premium was placed on science education, Kong Yiong added a 3-storey
science block to provide better facilities for the teaching and learning of
science in the school. This year, the latest addition of a new 4-storey
building housing a mini language laboratory and a computer room as well as
a school hall, a canteen and more classrooms, marks yet another step the
school has taken to meet the needs of pupils in the community.
Apart from having to cope wih growth in terms of an increasing pupil
enrolment, the school has also had to cope with curriculum changes. From a
purely Chinese-medium school, it is now offering both Chinese and English
stream courses. And for the first time this year, the school will enter pupils
for both the PSLE and the GCE 'O' level examination in English.
The school has undoubtedly grown and established itself in its 65 years
of existence. The principal and staff, past and present, deserve our
congratulations and high regard for this. With forward planning and
consistent hard work plus the support of all who are closely associated with
it, Kong Yiong will no doubt continue to adjust to the demands and needs of
the times.
I wish the school even greater success in all its future endeavours.

9

MESSAGE
MRS O D E CASTRO
Deputy Director of Secondary Schools

Kong Yiong High School is celebrating its 65th Anniversary this year.
Indeed the school has much to be proud of because from its humble
beginnings in 1918, it is now a full school with greatly improved physical
facilities especially for language learning and the learning of science.
From the school motto '
, it is clear that the pioneers
of the school has all who identify themselves closely with the school have
held the qualities of loyalty, prudence, diligence and bravery in high regard.
Learning is not merely the mastery of facts and "education does not mean
teaching people to know what they do not know; it means teaching them to
behave as they do not behave". While Kong Yiong High School seeks to
prepare its pupils for the world of work through the body of knowledge
to be acquired at school, it also aspires to cultivate and instil in them loyalty,
prudence, diligence and bravery, qualities and virtues which make all the
difference between mere existence on the one hand and gracious and responsible living on the other hand.
I wish Kong Yiong High School success in all its endeavours. May the
school continue to grow from strength to strength in the years ahead.

106

11

OUR OLD/NEW SCHOOL PICTURES

Old School Building (1948)

Our School Committee Members in 1948
Our Administrative
Block was declared
open on 5/10/75
by Senior Minister
of State Mr. Chai
Chong Yii.

Breaking Earth Ceremony by School
Chairman Mr. Liu Huanguang.
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Prime Minister's visit to our school on 4 August 1963

Official opening of our Science Block by Minister for Education Mr. Ong Pang Boon on 24 A ugust 1968
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New School Hall

Administrative Block

Teacher's Room
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A Brief Description of the School Development
Kong Yiong High School was first established in 1918 by a group of education enthusiasts comprising Messrs Lin Heping,
Chen Changsheng, Chen Youtai, Wang Boda, Li Dene, Wang Gaolai, Wang Wen Chuang, Zhou Bacui, Wang Tianci and Huang
Zhong. Its first principal was Mr. Liang Pidu and the student population was a mere thirty. The school rented its premises on the
right of the present Paya Lebar Post Office. However, it shifted thrice within a short span of two years: firstly, to the first
storey of five shop-houses located next to the present Chung Kiaw Bank, Upper Serangoon Branch, secondly, to an attap house
in Lorong Lew Lian and lastly to the site opposite the Chinese Temple at 9 k m , Upper Serangoon Road.
In 1920, the next principal, Mr. Huang Yiyuang made great attempt in obtaining funds to purchase a permanent site for
the school. With the decease of Mr. Huang, his wife Madam Zhang Qingbao became principal and succeeded in raising sufficient
funds to have the present Administration Block compound purchased at 993-B, Yio Chu Kang Road.
Mr. Wu Fulin was elected the fourth principal in 1939 and the school had a student population of two hundred with a
teaching staff of ten. During the Japanese occupation of Singapore, the school closed temporarily. In September 1945, the
school re-opened with the same principal Mr. Wu in office. In 1946, the school management committee chairman Mr. Seah Ong
Kwei and his.committee members bought a bungalow in stilts (at 9 1 , Kovan Road) which later gave way to the present Science
Block.
In 1947, two sessions (morning and afternoon) were inaugurated with twenty classes of 1025 students.
As Mr. Wu left the school for a better position in 1956, Mr. Zheng Yunwen pursued the objective of setting up secondary
classes, and he had it achieved in the same year.
In 1958, the school management committee managed to erect a building of fourteen classrooms. As years went by, the
enrolment of secondary students has increased.
Mr. William Shen was appointed principal in 1965. With the support and generosity from our Government, public wellwishers and the School Management Committee three building projects have since been completed which have greatly improved
the school facilities for our students:
1)
The 3 storey Science Block was completed in 1967 and was declared open by the then Minister for Education
Mr. Ong Pang Boon, on 24 August 1968.
2)
The 4 storey Administrative Block was erected in 1974 and was declared open by the then Senior Minister of
State for Education Mr. Chai Chong Yii on 5 October 1975.
3)
The 4 storey School Hall Building was completed in 1982 and will be declared open by Dr. Tay Eng Soon Minister
of State for Education on 11 March 1983.
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SCHOOL FOUNDERS

Mr. Lin Heping

Mr. Chen Chang Sheng

Mr. Zhou Bacui

Mr Chen Youtai
Mr. Wang Badai
Mr. Li Deho
Mr. Wang Gaolai
Mr. Wang Wen Chuang
Mr. Wang Tianei
Mr. Huang Zhang

Mr. Chen Xianjing
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FORMER CHAIRMAN
OF SCHOOL MANAGEMENT
COMMITTEE

Mr Liu Huanguang

Mr Xie Rengui

Mr Lin Yabing

Mr Chen Qinglin
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(1918 — 1964)
FORMER PRINCIPALS

Mr. Liang Pidu

Madam Zhang Qiangbao

Mr. Huang Yiyuang

Mr Wu Fulin
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Mr Zheng Yunwen

Our Donors for the New School Hall Building

Equatoria Wood Co.,

Lim Sui Hin
Hanafi Handozo
Asianweld Shipping

Sing Bullion Pte Ltd

Supjindaborg

Afro-Asia Shipping Co.
Tay Song Seng
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New School Hall Official Opening Ceremony Programme
11TH MARCH 1983
Arrival of Mr. Ho Kah Leong
Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Education
Arrival of Guest of Honour, Dr.Tay Eng Soon
Minister of State for Education & Mrs Tay
Inspection of Guard of Honour by the Minister
Ceremony in School Hall:
Speech by the Principal
Speech by Mr. Tan Beng Siong
Chairman of the School Management Committee
Address by the Guest of Honour, Dr. Tay Eng Soon
Presentation of Long Service Medals by Mrs Tay Eng Soon
Unveiling of Plaque by the Minister
Visit to Exhibition rooms
Buffet Dinner and Slide Show
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Variety Show Night Programme
SATURDAY 12 MARCH 1983 AT 7.30 P.M.
The Fan Dance by Secondary School Students

Filipino Dance by Primary School Students

Indonesian Solo Dance "Tari Golek Sulung Dayung"
by Xu Liu L i
Primary School Choir Item
Rasa Sayang
It's A Small World After All
Secondary School Choir Item

Red-Silk Dance
Tari Golek Sulung Dayung
INTERVAL

Secondary School Students present an hour-long Mandarin Drama
The Woman Who Broke The Glass

Miss Teoh Joo Tin
Tony Ng Mrs Tharosa Seah Mrs Tjan Hiok Hoon
Hon Chon Hai

Phua Soo Khim

Mdm Wong Woon Ping

Miss Teoh Joo Tin, Lim Ah Lin
Mrs Ng Yoke Chun
Mdm Tan Lee Mei
Yap Keng Ann

Mdm Tan Lee Mui

Mdm Yap Keng Ann, Mrs Koh Chu Beng
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E.C.A. ACTIVITIES

St. John's Ambulance Brigade

NPCC
Mrs Amy Tan

Pygilistic Society

• Neo Soh Cheng

Margaret Chan
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A Few Words from Actors & Actresses

Lin Sulfa played the role of Chen Juewen

Chen Shulan played the role of Li Fengxian
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Wu Haoqing played the role of Mrs. Liu

Su Zixiu played the role of Huifang
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Sec./Pri. Section Dance & Choir Rehearsal

Redsilk - Dance

Flower - Dance

Fan - Dance
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Choir (Secondary Section)

Brass Band

Chew Mah Koh

Choir (Primary Section)
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September
Three Primary
from
Visited
Hidekayu Otsubo
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Shigemi

1981
School Students
Japan
Our School

Kawasaki

Kazumasa Kotajima
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